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Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

AUGUST 2012

AUGUST MEETING:
Wednesday, 

August 8, 2012
Dinner and Chit-Chat: 5:30-6:30 PM

Meeting- 7:00 PM- Sharp

   American Legion Post #2
    2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.

in Tempe

Our August meeting will be our annual swap meeting and panel question and answer. Bring your gently 
used items to barter or sell with your fellow club members. This is always a great way to hand down your 

items that you just don't use anymore or are looking to upgrade from to maybe someone that's been 
looking for just what you have.

The second half of the meeting will be focused on picking the experts brains for their best tips and tricks. 
If there is a question you just can't seem to get a clear answer on ask it at the meeting. If you would like to 

email you question ahead of time you can contact Mike Yavello at: mike.yavello@gmail.com

Come early and get some food, buy your raffle tickets, say hello to old friends and make some new ones.

President's Drift                                                                                                   Cinda Howard • August 2012

Are you ready to do some wheeling and dealing? August is our annual swap meet. Bring 
your gently used fly fishing gear to the meeting and sell it to your DFC friends. Your junk 
might be someone else’s treasure. 
   On Saturday, November 3rd we are going to welcome Jeff Currier back for a special event. 
It will be a full day of learning from one of the best fly fishing anglers in the world. Jeff will 
give one of his world famous fly fishing presentations, do a demonstration on tricks to cast-
ing in the wind, and give a hands-on knot tying clinic. The cost will be $25 per person and 
we will start collecting at the September meeting or you can send a check in to the P.O. Box.    
DFC has also paired up with the Arizona Diamondbacks to see a game on September 28th. 
There is more information in the newsletter.  We also have some great outings coming up! 
Tom Horvath will be hosting a Salt River float trip in August, Charlie Rosser will be hosting 
a San Juan River trip in September, and Gentry Smith will be hosting a Becker Lake/ Silver 
Creek outing in November. 
    We have plenty of things to keep you busy. Come join in on the fun!
See you soon...
Cinda
lady_angler@cox.net



Desert Fly Casters

Dealing
with the
Wind

....Dealing with the Wind

There are three basic approaches:
1. beating the wind 
2. working to lessen its effects
3. giving in to it.

To lessen the effects of the wind, you can use flies with smaller or slimmer 
profiles, a sinking tip line (which will offer more momentum in the air to cut 
through the wind), and adjust your casting motion to keep from whacking 
yourself with your own fly. Wind blowing directly into your casting arm is 
the most dangerous because the wind will blow the fly toward your body 
on every front- and backcast. There are two good ways to keep from hook-
ing yourself or being knocked out by splitshot.

Finally, if the wind is just too strong for the above methods, just go with 
it. Find a position where you can cast directly downwind. In a really strong 
wind, you won’t even have to worry about getting a good backcast. Just 
angle your forward cast upward and let the wind deliver the fly. You can also 
use the river current to deliver the fly to a good lie. If you can’t cast to a spot, 
find a place where you can get your fly into the river at a point where it will 
drift down to the intended target.
Article: Phil Monahan  is a former Alaskan guide and was the long-time editor of  American 
Angler  magazine. He's now a columnist for  MidCurrent  and writes and edits the fly-fishing 
blog at OrvisNews.com

The two ways to beat the wind (i.e. cast directly into it or across it) are to 
increase your line speed and to keep your line low, closer to the water. 
The only effective method for increasing your line speed is to double-
haul. I know, I know: if you don’t already know how to do this, it sounds 
difficult. It’s really not. Find someone who is a good caster, and have him 
or her teach you. It’s a lot easier to learn from a person than from a book 
or magazine article. To keep your line low, either cast sidearm (which lim-
its distance) or crouch during the cast. Wind is usually less intense close 
to the ground or water, so you can sometimes cast “under” it. More com-
fortable than crouching is casting from your knees, if it’s possible

First, you can simply turn around, facing  away from your target, 
and deliver the fly on the backcast. This takes a little practice, and 
you have to be quite diligent about coming to a full stop on the 
presentation backcast, to ensure that the line rolls out fully.
Second, you can angle your rod so that the tip actually travels on 
your downwind side. Most folks try to do this by angling the rod 
across their chest, but this robs you of a lot of power. Instead, lift 
your elbow, and angle the rod over your head. So, if you’re right-
handed, you cast normally with your right hand, but the rod tip is 
on your left side. You’ll find that it’s quite easy to cast for distance 
with this method, and now your flies will be blown away from you 
by the wind.

1.

2.

...Education Notes from 
DFC Trout Bum, John Mayer

John Mayer • jsmayer47@gmail.com
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Code of Conduct
Desert Fly Casters is a non profit organization that was founded in 1969 
to further the sport of fly fishing and to provide meetings and activities 
for area residents interested in the sport. Participation in the organiza-
tion's programs is subject to the observance of the organization's Code 
of Conduct. The activities outlined below are strictly prohibited.

Abusive language towards any other member, volunteer, or participant.

Possession or use of illegal substances on any DFC event or function.

Arriving to a DFC event or function already under the influence of illegal 
substances.

Excessive drunkenness 

Inappropriate behavior

Actual or threatened violence toward any individual or group.

Conduct endangering the life, safety, health or well-being of others.

Failure to obey the law while on any DFC event.

Dogs must be watched and under control at all times while on a DFC 
outing, function, or event. Your dog should not disrupt the enjoyment 
of other members, volunteers, or participants.

Any individual under the age of 18 needs to have a parent or guardian 
present at all times. 

Any member or participant that chooses not to follow the Code of Con-
duct is subject to discipline, up to and including permanent removal 
from the organization.



Desert Fly Casters

Becoming 
a Better
Angler

Looking back over my fly fishing life it dawns on me how many hours have 
been invested. I didn’t get where I am today by accident. In fly fishing there is 
a huge learning curve which means that to be successful you have to make a 
decision that you want to put in the work to get there. The great thing is that 
you are investing in fun. If you are reading this article, there is a good chance 
that you are a member of this club and you are positioned to absorb some great 
information if even by accident. There are many experienced and knowledge-
able fly fishermen that are here because they love to share what they know 
whether it be technique or places to fish. I got my start with Dame Juliana 
Anglers and then with Desert Fly Casters but there came a point where I had 
to lean on myself and made the decision that I wanted to be good at this sport.  
I made sure that I had good instruction from someone who could teach me 
without showing me bad habits. Once I felt confident that I was headed in the 
right direction I practiced. To be a good caster that is what you have to do as 
for most of us it isn’t going to come by accident. Fishing and practicing are two 
different things. When you put a fly on the end of your line you are no longer 
practicing as all you think about is catching that fish in the water. To improve 
your skills, take fifteen minutes to practice a couple of times each week. If you 
are having issues find someone who is qualified to help you. An instructor can 
look at your cast and immediately identify what the problems are and will help 
you fix them. I often hear things like “I don’t have to be a good caster to catch 
fish”. I would be willing to bet that 80 percent of the fish are being caught by 
people who have a good cast.
Becoming a better angler requires some of the same dedication. The more you 
fish the better you will be. When I started I was casting during the week and 
fishing every weekend. I would go out to ASU Research Park early Saturday 
mornings. On some days I would be done by 9:00 am and then back home to 
spend the day with my family. I would take one or two weekends a month and 
head somewhere up north. My goal was to figure out how to fly fish. I spent a 
lot of time in fly shops asking about flies, lines and technique and then I would 
go and put that knew found knowledge to work. I found fishing buddies that 
I could learn from and fished with them as much as possible. Just watching 
someone who is experienced will help you become a better angler.
I am writing this article because it amazes me how many people seem to be 
stuck in the beginner phase. If you want to move forward and get better you 
have to put some work into it. Most people who are good at golf or batting a 
ball got there by practicing. They are good because it is something they want 
to excel at. The same goes for fly fishing. Make the effort to learn what has to 
happen to make your rod cast. Learn what your body has to do (and not do) to 
make a good cast. Learn where fish hold and what bugs are in the water at your 
favorite fishery. Learn what flies match those bugs and how to present them. 
This is what makes fly fishing so much fun. It is a very involved art that requires 
skill and experience to be successful. No matter how much you know you find 
that you are always learning and growing. 

...Some thoughts from Cinda Howard

Photo by our DFC Trout Bum buddy, David Hwang
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On September 28th the Dbacks are having an 
Outdoors Rec Night. They will host an outdoors 
street fair starting at 3:00 pm that will run until 
the first pitch at 6:40. DFC will have a booth set 
up where we will be doing some casting and fly 
tying demonstrations, along with some kids cast-
ing games. The Diamondbacks have offered us 
discounted tickets at $29 that come with a really 
cool camo Dbacks baseball cap. We have secured 
30 tickets and you can pay for them at the August 
and September meetings or send a check to the 
DFC P.O. Box. Seats are located on the lower level 
in the Baseline Reserve Section and they will be 
playing the Chicago Cubs. We hope that you can 
join us as it will be a fun event!
Questions?? Drop Cinda an e-mail at: 
lady_angler@cox.net

Come to a 
Diamondbacks 
game 
with DFC



August – Lower Salt River Float  ...(Daytrip)
Dates: Sunday, August 5, 2012
Where: Phon D. Sutton Parking Lot
TIME: 6:30 am
Host: Vince Deadmond  |  vince@ajbest.com
Cost: Free for DFC Club Members

Desert Fly Casters

When the going gets tough – get out and FISH!
Unfortunately the club’s July Rim Outing, as it was originally sched-
uled, got cancelled due to some ornery bears in the area.  Nonethe-
less, being the resourceful group we are, we still made the most of 
it… and went fishing anyway.  Joe Miller hosted a day trip to Willow 
Springs Lake, as an alternate event.  I look forward to hearing his 
report at the August club meeting. 
This month we have a daytrip scheduled for the Lower Salt River.  
This is a great opportunity to experience fishing moving water from 
a pontoon boat.  If you are interested in this trip be sure to sign up or 
email Vince (vince@ajbest.com).  Don’t forget your Tonto Day Pass! 
This is also your last chance to sign-up for the club’s September San 

Juan trip.  All money needs to be paid to Charlie Rosser by the next 
club meeting. 
Also a reminder, we are beginning to collect money for the October 
Becker Lake trip.  There are a limited number of spaces available, 
please see myself (Gentry), if you would like to join us for this one.  
Last year this proved to be a very fun outing, with lots of quality fish 
landed. 
Hope to see you at a club outing soon, 
Gentry Smith,
2012 DFC Outing Chairmen
Phone: (480) 213-0372
Email: design@gentrysmith.com

Here’s your chance to float the Lower Salt River with your host, Vince Deadmond.  The lower Salt river is a great outdoor 
getaway that’s close to home.  It will be warm, but the cold water helps to keep us cool.  Be sure to bring plenty of water 
to drink and sunscreen.  Almost any rod will work, with 4wt-6wt working best.  Primarily we are fishing for bass, but 
we have been known to stir up the occasional holdover trout.  Flies to bring include Clouser Minnows, Wooly Buggers, 
Bass Poppers, and the like for bass.  You will need some sort of watercraft.  U-boat type float tubes will work, but inflat-
able pontoon boats work best.  If you need a boat, see Vince and we will do our best to get you connected with one to 
barrow.  Any questions?  Contact Vince at:   vince@ajbest.com   •  480-982-7461
 Don’t forget your Tonto Day Pass!

Photo by our DFC 
Trout Bum buddy, 
David Hwang

"The end of fishing is not angling, but catching."- Thomas Fuller (1732)
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September – San Juan River
Dates: Thursday, September 20 – Sunday, September 23, 2012
Where: Fisheads of the San Juan River Lodge ----- Navajo Dam, NM
Host: Charlie Rosser  |  Phone: (480) 586-7163   |  chasr123@cox.net 
Option #1:  3-Nights Lodging | 2-Days Guided Fishing
Again this year we will be staying at Fisheads of the San Juan River Lodge.  This is our regular annual pack-
age, offering two full-days guided fishing, on the San Juan River.
Cost:    $555 per person, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room and guide boat.  We will do our 
best to accommodate room requests.  Price does not include Guide Tip, or NM state fishing license. 

Option #2:   3-Nights Lodging |1-Day Guided Fishing          
This is a new option for 2012 to accommodate those wanting to be guided on Friday and fish self-guided on Saturday.  
This is an excellent opportunity to learn the ropes and test your skills the following day!
Cost:   $365 per person, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room and guide boat.  We will do our best to ac-
commodate room requests.  Price does not include Guide Tip, or NM state fishing license. 
It’s that time of year when Desert Fly Casters start to plan our Annual San Juan Outing.  With the San Juan River located 
only 7-hours from Phoenix this is always a well attended and fun outing, not to mention that everyone catches fish.  The 
San Juan has an estimated 15,000 fish per mile and is one of the premier fisheries of the west.  The trout thrive in the 
constant water flow that is a cool 42 degrees as it comes from the bottom of Navajo Dam.  If you are a well established 
fly fishing person or new to it this trip provides you a chance to enjoy a fly fishing trip of a lifetime.  The guides used by 
Fisheads can help you hone your skills or if you are new to fly fishing they will work with you and teach you the art of 
catching fish on the San Juan River.
     The club will host a group dinner on Saturday evening in the banquet room.  Your dinner and meal tip are included in 
the cost of both packages.  Because we are renting the banquet room, as a private party, members may bring their own 
beer, wine, and spirits.  You will be on your own for food for Thursday and Friday evening.  There are several places in 
the area to eat - Fisheads has a great restaurant called The Backcast Café and there is also Abe’s and Sportsman’s within 
walking distance of the lodge.
     This trip usually books up fast so make sure you get your money in early.  Due to the guides cancelation policy, if you 
need to cancel for any reason after the July meeting, it will be your responsibility to find your replacement -- no refunds 
will be available.  Be sure to see Charlie at the next meeting to reserve your spot.
NOTE: When you sign-up, please specify whether you would like Prime Rib or Barbeque Chicken for dinner on Saturday 
night.  The August club meeting is the cut-off for this trip.  If you have signed-up, please be sure to get your payments 
to Charlie to secure your place!

October – Becker Lake
Dates: Thursday, October 11 – Sunday, October 14, 2012
Where: Rode Inn Motel -- Springerville, AZ
Host: Gentry Smith  |  Phone: (480) 213-0372   |  design@getnrysmith.com
Cost: $150 per person –
includes 3-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room, and group dinner Saturday night.  We 
will do our best to accommodate room requests.  Space is limited. 
The club has once again reserved a block of rooms at the Rode Inn Motel located in the town of Springerville.  All rooms 
feature two queen beds, television, refrigerator, coffee pot, microwave oven and free Wi-Fi.  We will have access to their 
banquet room Saturday night, where the club will sponsor a group dinner.  This meal is included in the cost of this trip.  
Please bring your own beverages. 
Becker Lake is a special regulation, catch-and-release, trophy trout lake.  You may only use single, barbless hooks to go 
after the 3-5lb trout that reside there.  All trout must be immediately released at Becker. 
Besides Becker, this trip coincides with the opening (second weekend) of the catch-and-release section of Silver Creek, 
located near Show Low.  This section is annually stocked with monster “broad stock” trout.  Silver Creek was the recent 
beneficiary of a stream improvement project by the White Mountain Fly Fishing Club. 
Also located nearby are:  Crescent Lake, Carnero Lake, Lee Valley Lake, the Greer Lakes and the Little Colorado River, just 
to name a few.

Outings continued...
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See ya at the club meeting...

August 8, 2012
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2012 DESERT FLY C ASTERS
BOARD OF DIREC TORS

August – Lower Salt River Float  ...Early Morning Daytrip
Dates: Sunday, August 5, 2012

Where: Phon D Sutton parking lot at 6:30 AM
Host: Vince Deadmond  |  vince@ajbest.com

Cost: Free for DFC Club Members

October – Becker Lake
Dates: Thursday, October 11 – Sunday, October 14, 2012

Where: Rode Inn Motel -- Springerville, AZ
Host: Gentry Smith  |  Phone: (480) 213-0372   |  design@getnrysmith.com

Cost: $150 per person 

September – San Juan River
Dates: Thursday, September 20 – Sunday, September 23, 2012

Where:  Fisheads of the San Juan River Lodge -- Navajo Dam, NM
Host: Charlie Rosser  |  Phone: (480) 586-7163   |  chasr123@cox.net


